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About CRCICA

▪ The Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration (the “CRCICA” or the

“Centre”) is an independent non-profit international organization.

▪ The Centre was established in 1979 under the auspices of the Asian African Legal

Consultative Organization (“AALCO”)in pursuance of AALCO’s decision taken at the Doha

Session in 1978 to establish regional centres for international commercial arbitration in

Asia and Africa.

▪ Many Agreements were made between AALCO and the Egyptian government, the latest

being the Headquarters Agreement concluded in 1987 between AALCO and the Egyptian

Government, where CRCICA’s status as an international organization was recognized and

the Centre and its branches were endowed with all necessary privileges and immunities

ensuring their independent functioning.



Organization:

▪ A Board of Trustees (the “Board”) comprising some eminent African, Asian and
other experts.

▪ The Director of the Centre (the “Director”), the Deputy Director and

▪ An Advisory Committee (the “Advisory Committee”) composed from among the
members of the Board, in addition to other eminent African, Asian and other
experts, to carry out the functions provided for in the By-laws of the Advisory
Committee. These functions include deciding on requests for challenge of
arbitrators and requests not to proceed with arbitration proceedings.
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CRCICA main hearing room is named after
Dr. Mohamed Aboul-Enein, the former Director of the
Centre, with a total area of 130 m2. It is a state-of-the-
art utilizing latest features of presentation techniques.
Premier video conferencing systems and interactive
meeting room system are installed to insure high
impact visual experiences and realistic meeting
environments. High-tech installations also include the
latest generation of wireless audio conference systems,
simultaneous interpretation system and voice
recording services.

Dr. Aboul-Enein's hearing room is also a bi-structural
masterpiece with a possibility to have either a U-shape
set-up for hearings with a capacity up to 30 persons or
theatre set-up for training courses with a capacity up
to 50 persons.

NEW CRCICA HEARING 
CENTRE

Dr. Mohamed Aboul-Enein 
Hearing Room



NEW CRCICA HEARING 
CENTRE
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Hearing Room
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Breakout Rooms



The Official Inauguration of CRCICA Conference Centre



Headquarters and Latest Developments



The Centre Publishes its Practice and Awards

▪ In 2014, the Centre published its Practice Notes indicating to the Parties the main
interpretations given to the Rules through the Centre’s practice.

▪ CRCICA published in Arabic the main trends deduced from the decisions of the
tripartite committees formed from amongst the members of the Centre’s
Advisory Committee to decided on challenge and removal of arbitrators in
Volume 24 of the Journal of Arab Arbitration.

▪ The Centre also published the legal principles deduced from awards rendered
under its auspices. The awards are also published in regular volumes in both
Arabic and English Languages in full respect of the anonymity of the Parties.



Arbitration Rules and other Instruments guaranteeing 
Transparency and Neutrality.

▪ Since its establishment, CRCICA adopted, with minor modifications, the Arbitration Rules
of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (the “UNCITRAL”),
approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations by resolution No. 31/98 on
December 15, 1976.

▪ CRCICA has amended its Arbitration Rules in 1998, 2000, 2002 and 2007 (4) to ensure
that they continue to meet the needs of their users, reflecting best practice in the field of
international institutional arbitration.

▪ The present CRCICA Arbitration Rules are based upon the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, as
revised in 2010, with minor modifications emanating mainly from the Centre’s role as an
arbitral institution and an appointing Authority.

▪ The Centre adopted Mediation Rules in force since January 2013.

é



On 31 March 2017, CRCICA released the French Version of its
Arbitration Rules.

The French version was gratefully reviewed by Prof. Phillipe
Deboulanger, Cabinet Leboulanger & Associés (France).

The issuance of the French Version of CRCICA Rules, comes
responsive to users’ needs as well as global criterial reviews,
specifically after the issuance of a Report by the African
Development Bank ranking CRCICA as one of the Best
Arbitration Centres across the African Continent and elsewhere
and recommending that CRCICA should consider issuing a
French version of the Rules to facilitate administering cases in
French.

Releasing the French version catches chords with the Centre’s
strategic vision to exceed its level of cooperation within Africa.

Release of the French 
Version of CRCICA 
Arbitration Rules

31 March 2017



The Centre’s Activities

▪ The Centre has been approved as a Recognized Course Provider of the training courses
qualifying for the membership of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb). The Centre
hold both CIArb modules; Module I: Law of obligations and Civil Evidence which prepares
candidates having no legal background to participate at Module 2: Law of Arbitration.
Candidates are then entitled to apply for the CIArb membership.

▪ The Centre hosts monthly seminars of CIArb- Cairo Branch the first Wednesday of each
month.

▪ The Centre hosted monthly Mediation Breakfasts in cooperation the International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

▪ The Centre organized many international conferences in cooperation with international
institutions, such as the UNCITRAL, the ICSID, the ICCA, the Arbitration Institute of the
Stockholm Chamber of Commerce... etc.



Honors and 
Acknowledgments The Centre for International Commercial Arbitration won the

prestigious GAR Award for the regional institution of 2013. Arbitral

institutions in Abu Dhabi, Beijing, Helsinki, São Paulo and Seoul

featured in the shortlist. However, according to GAR's official

announcement, "the winner was the Cairo Regional Centre for

International Commercial Arbitration, in recognition of its great strides

in the past year

For the third consecutive year, in the 2016 version of the guide

published by the Global Arbitration Review (GAR): Guide to Regional

Arbitration (October 2015), CRCICA is enrolled as one of four regional

institutions in the Middle East and Africa that are worth a closer look

and worth considering for the right case

Global Arbitration Review



In November 2016, the Gar has put the Centre in its White List, stating

that:

“The CRCICA is the "granddaddy" of arbitration in the region, to quote

one source. It's been operating for 35 years, during which time it has

administered more than 1,000 cases, many with an international

element. Other local organisations look to it for inspiration.”

“It's been operating for long enough to have encountered most

situations at least once. It's also well managed. Together these factors

see it described as "the current class of the field" in the Middle East.”

GAR White List



GAR: The Arbitration costs compared

▪ On 14th September 2017 the GAR published its report comparing the arbitration costs of different
arbitration centres titled « the Arbitration costs compared»

▪ This comparison takes into consideration the registration fees, the administrative fees and the
arbitrators’ fees.

▪ 1st sample : for an amount in dispute of 1 Million $ and an arbitral tribunal composed of
a sole arbitrator, CRCICA is amongst the centres that offers the lowest arbitration costs,
$ 13.000 after the ICAC Ukraine, ranking first, and the CIETAC ranking second.

▪ 2nd sample: for an amount in dispute of 5 Millions $ and 3 arbitrators, CRCICA ranks 9th amongst
17, offering lesser arbitration costs than the ICC that is one of the most expensive arbitration
centres, that ranks 16th. The cost of arbitration according to the minimum scale of arbitrators’ will
only be at $ 81,625, as for the median threshold, the cost escalates to 184,503 + 13,000 = $
197,503.



Source: GAR: ”Arbitration costs compared” by Louis Flannery



Source: GAR: ”Arbitration costs compared” by Louis Flannery



GAR: The Arbitration costs compared

▪ 3rd sample: for an amount in dispute of 10 Millions $ and 3 arbitrators, CRCICA ranks away from
the centres with the lowest fees but maintains a reasonable ranking (11th/18), following the
CIETAC and the ICAC Russia; but preceding the KLRCA and the ICC.

▪ The cost of arbitration according to the minimum scale of arbitrators’ fees will only be at $
105,125, as for the medium scale arbitrators’ fees , the cost escalates to 239,103 + 23000 = $
262,103.

▪ 4th sample : for an amount in dispute of 1 Billion $ and 3 arbitrators, CRCICA is certainly on of the
most expensive centres around, as most of other centres like the BCCC, but maintaining a cost of
arbitration lower than the ICC, that ranks 5th, and than the CIETAC having even more elevated
arbitration costs.

▪ according to the maximum scale, the arbitration cost of CRCICA is at
$ 1,881,081 + $ 50000 = $ 1,931,081.



Source: GAR: ”Arbitration costs compared” by Louis Flannery



Source: GAR: ”Arbitration costs compared” by Louis Flannery



• The African Development Bank (AFDB) has recently posted
on its website the Assessment Report of Arbitration Centres
in Côte d'Ivoire, Egypt and Mauritius, which was prepared
by Dr Werner Jahnel, Partner, LALIVE as mandated by the
AFDB to assess various arbitration centres across the African
continent.

• Recognition: CRCICA is one of the best arbitration centres
across the African Continent and can readily be
recommended for use by parties from both the African
continent and elsewhere.

• Neutrality: CRCICA fulfills the Bank's important requirement
for a neutral venue even in cases of commonality of origin
between one of the parties to the arbitration (notably if it is
the State party) and the State in which the Centre is located,
i.e. Egypt.

CRCICA: One of the Best 
Arbitration Centres 
across the African 
Continent and 
Elsewhere, Assessment 
Report mandated by the 
African Development 
Bank, 

April 2014



• Strengths: the professionalism of the Centre and the suitability of

the CRCICA Rules for the conduct of important international

arbitration proceedings are noted as significant features of CRCICA.

• Users' Review: All the practitioners consulted confirmed that the

Cairo Centre was functioning very well and that y administer the

arbitral proceedings. This factor, together wthe current political

situation in Egypt did not have any impact on the organization of

the Centre and its ability to properlith the Centre's status as an

independent non-profit international organization, enhance public

confidence entrusted to the Centre.

Report of the African 
Bank for Development

April 2014



CRCICA In Investment Treaties

▪ Arbitration before CRCICA is provided for in many Bilateral Investment treaties
“(BITs”) concluded between Egypt and European Parties (including, for instance,
the 2001 Egyptian – Austrian BIT) or concluded between countries from the
Middle East and Africa (including, for instance, BITs between Egypt and the UAE,
Oman, Kuwait, Syria and Lebanon). It is also provided in BIT’s between parties
which are both non-Egyptian such as the BIT between Libya and Morocco.



The Centre’s Caseload

2015 - 2017



The total number of arbitration cases filed before
CRCICA until 31 December 2017 reached 1226
cases. In 2017, 65 new arbitration cases were filed.

Types of Disputed 
Contracts

(2017)



According to the statistics of 2017, parties from
Saudi Arabia rank on top of Arab parties referring
their disputes to the Centre followed by parties from
Lebanon and the U.A.E., while parties from Spain
rank on top of non-Arab parties referring their
disputes to the Centre, followed by parties from
Singapore, Netherland, Italy, India, France, England
and Barbados Island.

Nationalities of Non-
Egyptian Parties

(2017)



According to the statistics of 2017, non-Arab
arbitrators came from France, England, USA,
Nigeria, Italy and Spain.

Arab arbitrators came from Egypt, Lebanon and
Sudan.

In implementation of its regional diversity policy,
the Centre has appointed a notable Nigerian
arbitrator in a case where it was acting as appointing
authority.

Nationalities of Non-
Egyptian Arbitrators

(2017)



Events Update 



The Role of African 
States & Governments 
in the Development of 
Arbitration in Africa

3-5 April 2017



The Second New York 
Convention Roadshow

On 2 December 2017, the Cairo Regional Centre for International

Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA) hosted its second Cairo New York

Convention (NYC) Roadshow in cooperation with ICCA and the National

Centre for Judicial Studies.

The event was attended by 47 Egyptian judges from the Egyptian Court

of Cassation, the Cairo Court of Appeal and the Conseil d’Etat, in

addition to public prosecutors at the Court of Cassation and the

Administrative Prosecution.

2 December 2017



ABA Program: 
Distinguished Lawyers: 
Continuing Legal 
Education Courses

CRCICA organized from 2 July 2017 to 27 July 2017 and from 15

October to 8 November 2017 the ABA Program of Continuing Legal

Education for Lawyers.

The two programs included 8 courses related to different legal skills,

including client interviewing, contract drafting, negotiation, legal

analysis, legal writing, oral advocacy and arbitration.

The two programs ended with an arbitration moot court.

July 2017  & 15 October to 8 
November 2017



CRCICA Director appointed secretary-
treasurer of the International Federation
of Commercial Arbitration Institutions
(IFCAI) in the meeting held during Hong
Kong Arbitration Week.

CRCICA Director 
Appointed as IFCAI 
Treasurer

October 16, 2017



On 28 September 2017, CRCICA’s Director delivered
a speech to the judges at the French Cour de
Cassation.

The Lecture focused on Egyptian arbitration Law and
CRCICA’s pivotal role in promoting arbitration in the
region.

CRCICA Director at the 
French Cour de 
Cassation:

28 September 2017



CRCICA Director also attended CAJAC Conference:
South Africa: 24 November 2017.

CRCICA Director attended the session of the
UNCITRAL Working Group on 27 November-1st
December 2017 related to the reform of ISDS.

CAJAC Conference and 
UNCITRAL Working 
Group

24 November 2017



The Centre’s Publications



The Centre’s 
Publications

Arbitral Awards (Volumes IV, V and VI)

The Centre has published the fourth, fifth and sixth Volumes of its

ARBITRAL AWARDS prepared in Arabic by Dr. Mohi-Eldin Alam Eldin,

CRCICA's Senior Legal Advisor. Quite aware of the relative shortage of

Arabic literature on arbitral awards, CRCICA will keep up with

publishing its own awards on regular basis, without, of course,

disclosing the identities or nationalities of the concerned parties.

Journal of Arab Arbitration: Volumes 23, 24 and 25

The Centre publishes the Journal of Arab Arbitration, a CRCICA-

sponsored Publication of the Arab Union of International Arbitration

(AUIA), is issued semi-annually and includes articles, judicial awards

and arbitral precedents.



• The Centre contributed to Kluwer Law's "Arbitration in Africa: a

practitioner's Guide" with a chapter on Egypt. This unprecedented

volume, generally edited by Lise Bosman, assembles for the first

time a country-by-country analysis - both practical and insightful -

of how arbitration is conducted in 46 African countries, providing

essential information about legislative provisions, treaty adherence,

and arbitral procedure.

• Selected CRCICA arbitral awards have been recently published in

the ICCA Yearbook Commercial Arbitration, VOLUME XXXVIII 2013.

The general editor of the Yearbook is Albert Jan VAN DEN BERG,

ICCA President as of April 2014.

Contribution to 
International 
Publications



• CRCICA is among the contributors to the Book titled: The

Transformation of Arbitration in Africa: The Role of Arbitral

Institutions, published on 23 August 2016 by Kluwer Law

International and edited by Dr Emilia Onyema, Senior

Lecturer in International Commercial Law, School of Law,

SOAS, University of London.

• CRCICA contributed to the book titled The Evolution and

Future of International Arbitration, which presents a

detailed overview of the current status of arbitration law,

practice, jurisprudence, and scholarship.. The Centre

published an article in Chapter 19 on: “Emergence of New

Arbitral Centres in Asia and Africa: Competition, Cooperation

and Contribution to the Rule of Law.

Contribution to 
International 
Publications
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